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 Nearly 300 members of the 
public and staff spoke up about 
Helena Public Schools facili-
ties at a series of eight listen-
ing sessions held in November 
and December.

Missed the meetings?
It’s not too late to weigh in.

There’s an online survey 
on the Helena schools web-
site: http://helenaschools.
org/2015/12/11/on-line-listen-
ing-sessions/.

The deadline is Dec. 31.
The notes from all of Helena 

Public Schools’ eight listening 
sessions can be found at http://
bondinfo.helenaschools.org/
listening-sessions/.

All the November meeting 
notes are posted there now, and 
the December ones should be 
posted within the coming week.

The listening sessions are an 
initial step for launching a fresh 
start for school facilities plans 
following the defeat of a $70 
million bond issue in June.

The school board plans to 
use information from those 

sessions to guide its future 
facilities plan and bond to take 
to the voters.

The online survey was put 
together by following roughly 
the same format as the pub-
lic listening sessions, said 
school district superintendent 
Kent Kultgen.

“We tried to align it directly 
with the questions that were 

asked at the listening sessions,” 
he said.

The listening session discus-
sion questions were:

  What guiding principles 
are important to you in dis-
cussing facilities and educa-
tional goals?

  What interests need to 

School district launches online facilities survey
Questionnaire is chance for people who missed listening sessions to have voices heard
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 It was Thursday morning at Bryant Elementary School library 
and a group of fifth graders was learning how to boss their com-
puters around.

They were going behind the scenes and telling their computer 
what to do.

It was all part of the Hour of Code, a global initiative to intro-
duce kids to computer science.

Students in Thao Nguyen’s fifth grade class were putting their 
person, Alex or Steve, through a series of tasks.

And Alex and Steve just hopped to it — chopping down trees, 
building a house, shearing a sheep, planting a field or crossing a 
bridge over a lava flow. 

DAVID ERICKSON and JAYME FRASER
For the Independent Record 

 Uber is now allowed to 
operate in Montana, but it is 
not yet clear when the on-
demand ride-sharing service 
will be available.

The company became the 
first “technology network 
carrier” authorized to operate 
in the state after the Montana 
Public Service Commission 
approved its license on a 4-1 
vote Tuesday.

The approval is effective 
immediately, although the 
company hasn’t announced 
any specific start date.

Uber Technologies Inc., a 
U.S.-based company that now 
operates in 300 cities world-
wide, developed a smartphone 
app that connects indepen-
dent contractors driving their 
own cars with people who 
need rides. So far, it is the only 
company to have applied for a 
Class E Technology Network 
Carrier license in Montana.

Senate Bill 396, which PSC 
vice chairman Travis Kavulla 
helped draft, was passed by 
the 2015 Montana Legislature 
last spring, opening the door 
to ride-sharing companies like 
Uber and Lyft to operate in 
the state.

In the past, any new taxi or 
transportation service pro-
vider in Montana had to prove 
a variety of criteria before 
they were allowed to operate, 
including that they wouldn’t 
harm competitors.

“Before this legislation, the 
PSC was required to determine 
whether the public needed 
a new service,” said Kavulla, 
a Great Falls Republican. 
“That is a question properly 
answered by consumers  

AL KNAUBER
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 The Lewis and Clark County 
Commission agreed Tuesday to 
grant Pioneer Aerostructures 
a tax break on its purchase 
of more than $3.3 million in 

new equipment.
The Helena City Commission 

agreed Monday night to support 
the tax break. 

This is the second tax abate-
ment the company has received 
since it constructed a building 
on land leased from Helena 
Regional Airport and opened 
its doors in August 2014. Pio-
neer Aerostructures manufac-
tures titanium and aluminum 
parts for commercial and 

military aircraft.
The tax abatement reduces 

the company’s tax bill by 50 per-
cent for the first five years and 
then incrementally increases 
it so the full tax bill is paid 
on the 10th and final year of 
the abatement.

A Sept. 1 letter to city of Hel-
ena and county officials from 
Tom Hoffman, who leads the 
company, wrote the hiring of 
10 full-time employees in the 

next two years is anticipated as 
a result of the purchase of new 
equipment for which the abate-
ment was sought.

Over the life of the tax 
abatement, Pioneer Aerostruc-
tures is projected by the state 
Department of Revenue to 
see a $125,632 reduction in its 
equipment taxes, according to 
a memo prepared by city and 
county staff.

With the abatement in place, 

the company will pay $239,622 
in taxes to the city, county and 
school district.

The school district is antici-
pated to give up $66,768 in 
tax revenue because of the 
abatement. The school district 
doesn’t get a vote in whether its 
taxes are abated, as a decision by 
city or county commissioners to 
grant an abatement includes 

County signs on to Pioneer Aerostructures tax break
Company will save 
$125K over 10 years

Building technologies of the future
Helena students join global computer coding initiative

Thom Bridge photos, Independent Record 

Bryant Elementary student Bud Bear grips his glasses as he works on a Minecraft-themed program intended to teach students computer coding.

Joice Franzen coaches Eviee Flanagan through a difficult portion of the computer program 
Blockly.

‘HOUR OF CODE’ 

MAGIC in 
the kitchen

Uber now 
licensed to 
operate in 
Montana

Cookie recipes for holidays that are 
sure to please| 1C, Health & Food

More UBER, page 3A
More BRYANT, page 8A

More SURVEY, page 9A

More PIONEER, page 9A

December 17 - 7 PM
$7 in advance
$10 at the door
Get tickets at: Grizzly Diesel,

Ryan’s Boot Repair, First Community Bank,
Independent Record, Gold Dust Saloon

6042 N. Lincoln Hwy.
(406) 239-2810

Call 202-1946 or 473-2012
for More Info


