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Rochester’s 2012 reconstruction 
work earned the city the honor of 
being named a “Top Concrete” pro-

ject by the Michigan Concrete Association 
at the end of February.

The program looked at more than 50 
submitted projects and awarded 21 based 
on quality, innovation, complexity and 
speed of construction, according to Kerry 
Sutton, MCA director of engineering.

The work in downtown Rochester re-
ceived top ratings for the annual award, 
out of all projects in its category.

“This was a very complex project, with 
the underground work and coordination 
with local businesses,” Sutton said. “It was 
high-impact and timing was critical. The 
work was done quickly and efficiently.”

A plaque was given to contractor An-
gelo Iafrate, Oakland Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation Service Center, 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber and 
concrete supplier Superior Materials, in 
addition to the city’s recognition, Sutton 
said.

Rochester’s projects lasted one con-
struction season, from April to December, 
though the design took two years, accord-
ing to Lori Swanson, MDOT project man-
ager on the Rochester road reconstruc-
tion. She said the lifespan of pavement 
is about 20 years, so it will have a lasting 
impact.

Nik Banda, Rochester deputy city man-
ager, accepted the award at a ceremony 
last week.

Though there are some finishing touch-
es to be made on the renovations this 
spring, like planting of flowers and finish-
ing work on a new-found well, the project 
was “the most important in the history of 
the city,” with partnership and team effort 

by all involved, Banda said.
“We really worked hard on making sure 

everyone — residents, business owners, 
commuters — knew what was going on 
so that it would help them to still come 
downtown and also to get people around 
town and just make traffic flow a lot easi-
er,” Swanson said. “So that was probably 
our biggest success. We delivered an ex-
cellent project that’s going to give many 
years of beautification and good pave-
ment, but engagement was key.”

Downtown construction work earns city ‘Top Concrete’ 
award  for construction projects and teamwork

Work in Rochester lasted one construction season, from April to December. Projects included sidewalks, roads and bridge work, among other renovations.  

“This was a very complex project, 
with the underground work and 
coordination with local businesses. 
It was high-impact and timing was 
critical. The work was done quickly 
and efficiently.”

Kerry Sutton,
MCA Director of Engineering

Giving the city a solid foundation

Bill may drop foreign 
language requirement

High school students may no 
longer have to take language 
courses if a bill passes to drop 
the current requirement. The 
bill is sponsored by Republican 
state representative Phil Potvin, 
and will allow students to take 
computer science in place of 
a language or Algebra 2.  The 
bill is opposed by the Michigan 
Department of Education.

Easter Bunny arrives at the 
Village of Rochester Hills

The Village of Rochester Hills 
will host the “Easter Bunny 
Bash” this Saturday from 10:30 to 
noon. Radio Disney will provide 
entertainment and games. The 
rabbit will appear at 11 a.m. on 
a fire truck and sit in the Village 
gazebo until 6 p.m. for photos.  
 
Brooklands Elementary 
Craft and Vender Show

A craft and vender show 
will be hosted this Saturday at 
Brooklands Elementary, from 10 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m, with door prizes 
and refreshments available. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at the door for $1. The school 
is located at 490 E Auburn Rd., 
Rochester Hills, MI. Proceeds 
from the show will go to the 
Brooklands Elementary PTA. 

  
Animal Wellness Clinic  
at Freedom Hill

The First annual All About 
Animals clinic will be hosted 
Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., at the new Freedom Hill 
Ampitheatre in Sterling Heights. 
The event will offer $10 vaccines, 
as well as heartworm tests and 
$20 pet microchips and parasite 
prevention products. 

Dogs should be brought on 
leashes and cats in carriers. For 
more information, visit www. 
allaboutanimalsrescue.org  
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CONSTRUCTION 
INCLUDED:
n Reconstruction of Main Street, 
from the Clinton River Bridge to the 
south and to the Paint Creek Bridge 
north
n Reconstruction of the roads and 
sidewalks
n New storm sewers, water mains, 
lighting, planter boxes, trees, land-
scaping, benches, trash receptacles 
and exposed aggregate sidewalk


